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Perseverance, and Progress

Introduction:

Ever wondered about the rich tapestry woven into the fabric of the Christian Methodist Episcopal
(CME) Church? This isn't just a church; it's a living testament to faith, resilience, and the
unwavering pursuit of equality. This comprehensive guide dives deep into the CME Church history,
exploring its origins, struggles, triumphs, and enduring legacy. We'll journey from its inception
amidst the turbulent waters of slavery to its current global impact, highlighting key figures, pivotal
moments, and the enduring principles that shaped this vibrant denomination. Prepare to be inspired
by a story of unwavering faith and the pursuit of justice.

I. The Seeds of Liberation: Early CME Beginnings (1870-1900)

The CME Church wasn't born in a vacuum. Its roots lie firmly in the soil of slavery and the burning
desire for religious freedom within the African American community. Before the Civil War, Black
Methodists worshipped within the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, often relegated to segregated
spaces and denied full participation. However, the desire for autonomy and self-determination
blossomed. Post-emancipation, this desire solidified, culminating in the organization of the CME
Church in 1870 in Jackson, Tennessee. Key figures like Bishop William Henry Miles, its first bishop,
played a crucial role in establishing its structure and solidifying its identity. This initial period wasn't
without its challenges; establishing churches, securing resources, and navigating the complexities of
post-Reconstruction America required immense courage and determination. The focus during this
era was establishing a distinct identity free from the constraints of racial segregation and prejudice
inherent in the existing Methodist structures.

II. Navigating the 20th Century: Growth, Challenges, and Social Justice

The 20th century witnessed significant growth and transformation within the CME Church. The
church expanded its reach across the United States, establishing congregations in both urban and
rural areas. However, the challenges of racial discrimination and societal inequality persisted. The
CME Church played a vital role in the Civil Rights Movement, providing a sanctuary and actively
engaging in the fight for equal rights and justice. Leaders within the CME Church championed
education, economic empowerment, and social justice initiatives, furthering the legacy of liberation
that began with its founding. This period also saw the expansion of its educational institutions,
solidifying its commitment to the intellectual and spiritual growth of its members. The commitment
to social justice became a defining characteristic, actively working against segregation and systemic
racism.

III. Global Reach and Modern Missions (1950-Present)

The mid-20th century and beyond saw the CME Church extend its reach beyond the borders of the
United States. Missions efforts flourished, establishing churches and ministries in Africa, the
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Caribbean, and other parts of the world. This global expansion mirrored the church's commitment to
spreading the Gospel and working for social justice on a worldwide scale. Contemporary challenges
like poverty, disease, and environmental concerns are tackled through numerous outreach programs
and initiatives spearheaded by the CME Church. The denomination adapted to the changing times,
embracing new technologies and methodologies to connect with a broader audience and remain
relevant in the modern world. The commitment to mission remains a core value, inspiring members
to serve communities both locally and globally.

IV. The CME Church Today: A Legacy of Faith and Action

Today, the CME Church stands as a testament to the enduring power of faith and perseverance. It
continues to be a significant voice for social justice, advocating for policies and practices that
promote equality, equity, and inclusion. The church's commitment to education and community
development is unwavering, reflecting its ongoing dedication to empowering individuals and
transforming communities. While facing contemporary challenges, the CME Church draws strength
from its rich history, maintaining its core values while adapting to the evolving needs of its members
and the global community it serves. The church continues to evolve, adapting its approaches while
holding steadfast to its founding principles.

Conclusion:

The history of the CME Church is a powerful narrative of faith, resilience, and unwavering
commitment to justice. From its humble beginnings amidst the struggle for freedom to its current
global presence, the CME Church's journey showcases the transformative power of faith and the
enduring impact of community. Understanding its history provides invaluable context for
appreciating the present and anticipating the future of this significant denomination. It's a story that
deserves to be told and retold, inspiring generations to come.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between the CME Church and other Methodist denominations? The CME
Church distinguishes itself through its historical origins within the African American community and
its unwavering commitment to social justice and racial equality, diverging from the segregated
practices of other Methodist branches during its formative years.

2. Who are some influential figures in CME Church history? Bishop William Henry Miles, as the first
bishop, is paramount. Many other bishops, pastors, and lay leaders have significantly shaped the
church's trajectory, though detailed biographies for all would require a separate, extensive work.
Researching the church's official archives would be beneficial for a more exhaustive list.

3. What role did the CME Church play in the Civil Rights Movement? The CME Church was a vital
sanctuary, providing support, resources, and leadership in the fight for civil rights. It served as a
central organizing point for many activists and provided a spiritual foundation for the movement's
participants.

4. Where can I find more information about CME Church history? The official CME Church website,
along with university archives holding historical records of African American churches, are excellent
resources. Academic journals and books focusing on African American religious history also offer in-
depth insights.



5. How can I get involved with the CME Church today? Locating a local CME Church through online
searches or contacting the national CME Church headquarters provides a gateway to membership
and participation in its various ministries and outreach programs.

  cme church history: The History of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America
Charles Henry Phillips, 2000 The Colored Methodist Episcopal (C.M.E.) Church's history from its
founding in 1870 to its current activities and future prospects in 1925. Phillips uses the General
Conferences of the C.M.E. Church as an organizing principle for his work, recounting important
decisions and personages, and reprinting church documents relevant to Conference proceedings. He
punctuates the continuous stream of historical events with interpretations of the significance of
these events for the denomination. Pays special attention to conflicts between the C.M.E. Church,
the African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church, and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion
(A.M.E.Z.) Church. He ends with a series of addresses against the union of the three churches. A
comprehensive church history and impassioned argument for the distinctiveness and independence
of the C.M.E. Church.
  cme church history: The History of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America
Charles Henry Phillips, 1925
  cme church history: The History of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America
Charles Henry Phillips, 1898
  cme church history: The History of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America
Charles Henry Phillips, 1972
  cme church history: Autobiography of Bishop Isaac Lane, LL. D. Isaac Lane, 1916
  cme church history: An Ex-colored Church Raymond R. Sommerville, 2004 The Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church was an important part of the historic freedom struggles of African
Americans from Reconstruction to the Civil Rights movement. This fight for equality and freedom
can be seen clearly in the denomination's evolving social and ecumenical consciousness. The
denomination's very name changed from Colored to Christian in 1954, but the denomination did not
join the struggle late. Rather, the CME was a critical participant from the days following the Civil
War. At times, the Church was at odds with their white Methodist counterparts and in solidarity with
other African-American denominations on issues of racial desegregation and the role of social
protest in religion.Raymond Sommerville's important book discusses the relationship between
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the CME. While King
and others received most of the headlines during the Civil Rights Era, the CME proved to be
involved at all levels and equally important in all they did. With its strategic location in the South
and its long history of ecumenical involvement, the CME Church emerged as a leading advocate of
ecumenical civil rights activism. Previous interpretations asserted that the CME was apolitical and
accomodationist or that it was more progressive than it was. Sommerville presents a more nuanced
account of how a church of largely former slaves emancipated itself from the constraints of white
Methodist paternalism and Jim Crow racism to emerge as a progressive force of racial justice and
ecumenism in the South and beyond. Sommerville examines major centers of the CME -- Nashville,
Birmingham, Memphis, Atlanta -- and selected leaders inthe South in charting the gradual
metamorphosis of the former CME as a largely nonpolitical body of former slaves in 1870 to a more
politically active denomination at the apex of the modern Civil Rights movement in the 1960s.
  cme church history: The African Methodist Episcopal Church Dennis C. Dickerson, 2020-01-09
Explores the emergence of African Methodism within the black Atlantic and how it struggled to
sustain its liberationist identity.
  cme church history: The History and Heritage of African American Churches L.H. Whelchel,
2011-02-03 Drawing on a wide array of sources to document cultural influences from Africa, the
author vividly describes the emergence of an independent church tradition among African
Americans. L.H. Whelchel demonstrates the struggles of Africans in the United States to build and



maintain their own churches before showing how those churches and their ministers were often at
the center of seminal events in the history of America. Dr. Whelchel provides an engaging and
provocative narrative, and with detailed documentation and end notes for each chapter along with
critical analyses which will be of benefit to ministers, scholars, teachers, students and the general
reading public.
  cme church history: The Divided Mind of the Black Church Raphael G. Warnock, 2020-11-03 A
revealing look at the identity and mission of the Black church What is the true nature and mission of
the church? Is its proper Christian purpose to save souls, or to transform the social order? This
question is especially fraught when the church is one built by an enslaved people and formed, from
its beginning, at the center of an oppressed community’s fight for personhood and freedom. Such is
the central tension in the identity and mission of the Black church in the United States. For decades
the Black church and Black theology have held each other at arm’s length. Black theology has
emphasized the role of Christian faith in addressing racism and other forms of oppression, arguing
that Jesus urged his disciples to seek the freedom of all peoples. Meanwhile, the Black church, even
when focused on social concerns, has often emphasized personal piety rather than social protest.
With the rising influence of white evangelicalism, biblical fundamentalism, and the prosperity
gospel, the divide has become even more pronounced. In The Divided Mind of the Black Church,
Raphael G. Warnock, Senior Pastor of the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, the spiritual home of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., traces the historical significance of the rise and development of
Black theology as an important conversation partner for the Black church. Calling for honest
dialogue between Black and womanist theologians and Black pastors, this fresh theological
treatment demands a new look at the church’s essential mission.
  cme church history: The Black Church in the African American Experience C. Eric
Lincoln, Lawrence H. Mamiya, 1990-11-07 Black churches in America have long been recognized as
the most independent, stable, and dominant institutions in black communities. In The Black Church
in the African American Experience, based on a ten-year study, is the largest nongovernmental study
of urban and rural churches ever undertaken and the first major field study on the subject since the
1930s. Drawing on interviews with more than 1,800 black clergy in both urban and rural settings,
combined with a comprehensive historical overview of seven mainline black denominations, C. Eric
Lincoln and Lawrence H. Mamiya present an analysis of the Black Church as it relates to the history
of African Americans and to contemporary black culture. In examining both the internal structure of
the Church and the reactions of the Church to external, societal changes, the authors provide
important insights into the Church’s relationship to politics, economics, women, youth, and music.
Among other topics, Lincoln and Mamiya discuss the attitude of the clergy toward women pastors,
the reaction of the Church to the civil rights movement, the attempts of the Church to involve young
people, the impact of the black consciousness movement and Black Liberation Theology and clergy,
and trends that will define the Black Church well into the next century. This study is complete with a
comprehensive bibliography of literature on the black experience in religion. Funding for the
ten-year survey was made possible by the Lilly Endowment and the Ford Foundation.
  cme church history: The History of the Negro Church Carter Godwin Woodson, 1921
  cme church history: Christian Citizens Elizabeth L. Jemison, 2020-10-07 With emancipation,
a long battle for equal citizenship began. Bringing together the histories of religion, race, and the
South, Elizabeth L. Jemison shows how southerners, black and white, drew on biblical narratives as
the basis for very different political imaginaries during and after Reconstruction. Focusing on
everyday Protestants in the Mississippi River Valley, Jemison scours their biblical thinking and
religious attitudes toward race. She argues that the evangelical groups that dominated this portion
of the South shaped contesting visions of black and white rights. Black evangelicals saw the
argument for their identities as Christians and as fully endowed citizens supported by their readings
of both the Bible and U.S. law. The Bible, as they saw it, prohibited racial hierarchy, and
Amendments 13, 14, and 15 advanced equal rights. Countering this, white evangelicals continued to
emphasize a hierarchical paternalistic order that, shorn of earlier justifications for placing whites in



charge of blacks, now fell into the defense of an increasingly violent white supremacist social order.
They defined aspects of Christian identity so as to suppress black equality—even praying, as Jemison
documents, for wisdom in how to deny voting rights to blacks. This religious culture has played into
remarkably long-lasting patterns of inequality and segregation.
  cme church history: History of Methodism in Arkansas Horace Jewell, 1892
  cme church history: The Black Church Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2021-02-16 The instant New
York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series. “Absolutely brilliant . . . A necessary
and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In Gates’s telling,
the Black church shines bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through the gloaming,
seeking justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book Review From
the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and The Black Box, and one of our most
important voices on the African American experience, comes a powerful new history of the Black
church as a foundation of Black life and a driving force in the larger freedom struggle in America.
For the young Henry Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West Virginia
town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up in song and
neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort amid its trials and tribulations. In
this tender and expansive reckoning with the meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates takes
us on a journey spanning more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and the
transatlantic slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s distinctive
meditation on the churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new understanding of the importance
of African American religion to the larger national narrative—as a center of resistance to slavery and
white supremacy, as a magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and oratorical
talent that would transform the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black
community’s most critical personal and social issues. In a country that has historically afforded its
citizens from the African diaspora tragically few safe spaces, the Black Church has always been
more than a sanctuary. This fact was never lost on white supremacists: from the earliest days of
slavery, when enslaved people were allowed to worship at all, their meetinghouses were subject to
surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal eradication, church burnings and bombings
by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the violent effort to suppress the African American
struggle for equality. The past often isn’t even past—Dylann Roof committed his slaughter in the
Mother Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned down by white citizens of
Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates brilliantly shows, the
Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black political struggle,
and it has produced many of the Black community’s most notable leaders. At the same time, some
churches and denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified practices of
exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions remain today, as a
rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within and beyond their communities,
regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and
struggle against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling
history makes vividly clear.
  cme church history: Passionately Human, No Less Divine Wallace Denino Best, 2005 The
Great Migration was the most significant event in black life since emancipation and Reconstruction.
Passionately Human, No Less Divine analyzes the various ways black southerners transformed
African American religion in Chicago during their Great Migration northward. A work of religious,
urban, and social history, it is the first book-length analysis of the new religious practices and
traditions in Chicago that were stimulated by migration and urbanization. The book illustrates how
the migration launched a new sacred order among blacks in the city that reflected aspects of both
Southern black religion and modern city life. This new sacred order was also largely female as
African American women constituted more than 70 percent of the membership in most black
Protestant churches. Ultimately, Wallace Best demonstrates how black southerners imparted a folk
religious sensibility to Chicago's black churches. In doing so, they ironically recast conceptions of



modern, urban African American religion in terms that signified the rural past. In the same way that
working class cultural idioms such as jazz and the blues emerged in the secular arena as a means to
represent black modernity, he says, African American religion in Chicago, with its negotiation
between the past, the present, rural and urban, revealed African American religion in modern form.
  cme church history: The Soul of the Black Preacher Joseph Andrew Johnson, 1971
  cme church history: Abandoned Flint Kyle Brooky, 2020 Series statement from publisher's
website.
  cme church history: The Sons of Allen Rev. Horace Talbert, 2016-06-24 Published in 1906 by
Rev. Horace Talbert, some fifty years after slavery ended, AME church history comes to life through
profiles of 122 men-faithful devotees, or spiritual sons of Bishop Richard Allen, founder of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church. Founded in 1816, the AME church was the first organized
African American denomination in the United States. These sterling portraits of the sons of Allen,
mostly AME pastors, but also leading black men from other areas of industry, awaken the dreamer
within... In celebration of the 200th anniversary of the founding of the AME church, the descendants
of the author have reissued this remarkable book, which includes a Sketch by Rev. Talbert about his
beloved alma mater Wilberforce University. This edition also has new material from Talbert's family
members: a preface from Mrs. Suesetta Talbert McCree, a granddaughter of Rev. Talbert, believed
to be the last surviving member of her generation; and a foreword by Rev. Malcolm Hassan
Stephens, an Itinerant Elder of the AME Church and a great-great grandson of Rev. Talbert. The
Sons of Allen is excellent primary source material for those interested in AME Church history,
African American history, American history and genealogy. All readers will be inspired by the lives
these men set forth to live, encouraged by the AME motto: God our Father, Christ our redeemer, the
Holy Spirit our comforter, Humankind our family.
  cme church history: Fortress Introduction to Black Church History Anne H. Pinn, Anthony B.
Pinn, This volume, co-authored by a black minister and a black theologian, provides an overview of
the shape and history of major black religious bodies: Methodist, Baptist, and Pentecostal. It
introduces the denominations and their demographics before relating their historical development
into the groups that are known today.
  cme church history: Jesus, Jobs, and Justice Bettye Collier-Thomas, 2010-02-02 “The Negroes
must have Jesus, Jobs, and Justice,” declared Nannie Helen Burroughs, a nationally known figure
among black and white leaders and an architect of the Woman’s Convention of the National Baptist
Convention. Burroughs made this statement about the black women’s agenda in 1958, as she
anticipated the collapse of Jim Crow segregation and pondered the fate of African Americans.
Following more than half a century of organizing and struggling against racism in American society,
sexism in the National Baptist Convention, and the racism and paternalism of white women and the
Southern Baptist Convention, Burroughs knew that black Americans would need more than religion
to survive and to advance socially, economically, and politically. Jesus, jobs, and justice are the
threads that weave through two hundred years of black women’s experiences in America. Bettye
Collier-Thomas’s groundbreaking book gives us a remarkable account of the religious faith, social
and political activism, and extraordinary resilience of black women during the centuries of American
growth and change. It shows the beginnings of organized religion in slave communities and how the
Bible was a source of inspiration; the enslaved saw in their condition a parallel to the suffering and
persecution that Jesus had endured. The author makes clear that while religion has been a guiding
force in the lives of most African Americans, for black women it has been essential. As co-creators of
churches, women were a central factor in their development. Jesus, Jobs, and Justice explores the
ways in which women had to cope with sexism in black churches, as well as racism in mostly white
denominations, in their efforts to create missionary societies and form women’s conventions. It also
reveals the hidden story of how issues of sex and sexuality have sometimes created tension and
divisions within institutions. Black church women created national organizations such as the
National Association of Colored Women, the National League of Colored Republican Women, and the
National Council of Negro Women. They worked in the interracial movement, in white-led Christian



groups such as the YWCA and Church Women United, and in male-dominated organizations such as
the NAACP and National Urban League to demand civil rights, equal employment, and educational
opportunities, and to protest lynching, segregation, and discrimination. And black women
missionaries sacrificed their lives in service to their African sisters whose destiny they believed was
tied to theirs. Jesus, Jobs, and Justice restores black women to their rightful place in American and
black history and demonstrates their faith in themselves, their race, and their God.
  cme church history: Faith Begins at Home Mark Holmen, 2011-08 In the past, faith was a
central part of the family's home life, yet the reality for many families today is that faith is no more
than one - hour, drop off Christianity. To become the strong, healthy, joy - filled families God
intended begins with parents establishing their homes as the primary place where faith is nurtured.
Faith Begins at Home combines inspirational stories and practical ideas with biblical truth to help
families rediscover how to bring the basics of faith back into their home.
  cme church history: A History of Methodism in Alabama Anson West, 1893
  cme church history: Methodist Doctrine Dr. Ted A. Campbell, 2011-10-01 In this concise,
accessible book, Dr. Ted Campbell provides a brief summary of the major doctrines shared in the
Wesley family of denominations. Writing in concise and straightforward language, Campbell
organizes the material into systematic categories: doctrine of revelation, doctrine of God, doctrine of
Christ, doctrine of the Spirit, doctrine of humanity, doctrine of the way of salvation
(conversion/justification/sanctification), doctrine of the church and means of grace, and doctrine of
thing to come. He also supplies substantial buy simplified updated references in the margins of the
book that allow for easy identification of his sources. John Wesley distinguished between essential
doctrines on which agreement or consensus is critical and opinions about theology or church
practices on which disagreement must be allowed. Though today few people join churches based on
doctrinal commitments, once a person has joined a church it becomes important to know the
teachings of that church's tradition. In Methodist Doctrine: The Essentials, Ted Campbell outlines
historical doctrinal consensus in American Episcopal Methodist Churches in a comparative and
ecumenical dialogue with the doctrinal inheritance of other major families of Christian tradition. In
this way, the book shows both what Methodist churches historically teach in common with
ecumenical Christianity and what is distinctive about the Methodist tradition in its various
contemporary forms. For more information, please see the author's website:
http://tedcampbell.com/methodist-doctrine/
  cme church history: The Formation of a People Carmichael D. Crutchfield, 2020 New from
pastor and professor Carmichael Crutchfield, steeped in current scholarship and lifetime of
experience in the African American church, this contribution to the study of Christian education
expands our understanding of education to encompass the larger life and ministry of the church,
from practices of testimony, worship, and preaching to more traditional classroom contexts of
Sunday church school and midweek Bible study. Dr. Crutchfield further develops the concept of
Christian education in light of spiritual formation, wherein our pedagogies are oriented toward
forming the Christian disciple in the likeness and character of Jesus Christ. The book provides
constructive definitions of Christian education and faith formation, as well as clarity about formation
processes across all ages and seasons of life. The author gives particular attention to such formation
as it occurs in the historic and contemporary African American church context, where those who do
ministries of Christian education, faith formation, and discipleship often have a wide range of
training and experience-from no formal theological education at all to specialized seminary degrees--
  cme church history: The History of the CME Church Othal Hawthorne Lakey, 1985
  cme church history: The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson Alicia K. Jackson, 2021-11-15
Owned by his father, Isaac Harold Anderson (1835–1906) was born a slave but went on to become a
wealthy businessman, grocer, politician, publisher, and religious leader in the African American
community in the state of Georgia. Elected to the state senate, Anderson replaced his white father
there, and later shepherded his people as a founding member and leader of the Colored Methodist
Episcopal church. He helped support the establishment of Lane College in Jackson, Tennessee,



where he subsequently served as vice president. Anderson was instrumental in helping freed people
leave Georgia for the security of progressive safe havens with significantly large Black communities
in northern Mississippi and Arkansas. Eventually under threat to his life, Anderson made his own
exodus to Arkansas, and then later still, to Holly Springs, Mississippi, where a vibrant Black
community thrived. Much of Anderson’s unique story has been lost to history—until now. In The
Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson, author Alicia K. Jackson presents a biography of Anderson and in
it a microhistory of Black religious life and politics after emancipation. A work of recovery, the
volume captures the life of a shepherd to his journeying people, and of a college pioneer, a CME
minister, a politician, and a former slave. Gathering together threads from salvaged details of his
life, Jackson sheds light on the varied perspectives and strategies adopted by Black leaders dealing
with a society that was antithetical to them and to their success.
  cme church history: Slave Religion Albert J. Raboteau, 2004-10-07 Twenty-five years after its
original publication, Slave Religion remains a classic in the study of African American history and
religion. In a new chapter in this anniversary edition, author Albert J. Raboteau reflects upon the
origins of the book, the reactions to it over the past twenty-five years, and how he would write it
differently today. Using a variety of first and second-hand sources-- some objective, some personal,
all riveting-- Raboteau analyzes the transformation of the African religions into evangelical
Christianity. He presents the narratives of the slaves themselves, as well as missionary reports,
travel accounts, folklore, black autobiographies, and the journals of white observers to describe the
day-to-day religious life in the slave communities. Slave Religion is a must-read for anyone wanting a
full picture of this invisible institution.
  cme church history: The First Black Archaeologist John W.I. Lee, 2021-12-06 An inspiring
portrait of an overlooked pioneer in Black history and American archaeology The First Black
Archaeologist reveals the untold story of a pioneering African American classical scholar, teacher,
community leader, and missionary. Born into slavery in rural Georgia, John Wesley Gilbert
(1863-1923) gained national prominence in the early 1900s, but his accomplishments are little
known today. Using evidence from archives across the U.S. and Europe, from contemporary
publications, and from newly discovered documents, this book chronicles, for the first time, Gilbert's
remarkable journey. As we follow Gilbert from the segregated public schools of Augusta, Georgia, to
the lecture halls of Brown University, to his hiring as the first black faculty member of Augusta's
Paine Institute, and through his travels in Greece, western Europe, and the Belgian Congo, we learn
about the development of African American intellectual and religious culture, and about the
enormous achievements of an entire generation of black students and educators. Readers interested
in the early development of American archaeology in Greece will find an entirely new perspective
here, as Gilbert was one of the first Americans of any race to do archaeological work in Greece.
Those interested in African American history and culture will gain an invaluable new perspective on
a leading yet hidden figure of the late 1800s and early 1900s, whose life and work touched many
different aspects of the African American experience.
  cme church history: History of the Free Methodist Church of North America Wilson Thomas
Hogue, 1915
  cme church history: Our Membership Vows in the United Methodist Church Mark
Stamm, 2015-05-04 A resource for both newcomers to the United Methodist Church and those who
have been members for decades, Our Membership Vows is a wonderful reflection on the vows each
member takes upon joining the church. Members make covenant to uphold the vows, and each one is
discussed in this easy-to-read booklet. A great gift idea for churches to give to new members.
  cme church history: The Doctrines and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 2017-05-01 Published in 1817, The Doctrines and Discipline of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church was the first definitive guide to the history, beliefs,
teachings, and practices of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Beginning with a brief history,
the book moves into a presentation of the Articles of Religion, including the Trinity, the Word of God,
Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, scripture, original sin and free will, justification, works, the church,



purgatory, the sacraments, baptism, the Lord's Supper, marriage, church ceremonies, and
government. Immediately following the articles is an extended four-part catechism that more fully
explicates the meanings and implications of the doctrinal statements. A DOCSOUTH BOOK. This
collaboration between UNC Press and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library brings
classic works from the digital library of Documenting the American South back into print. DocSouth
Books uses the latest digital technologies to make these works available in paperback and e-book
formats. Each book contains a short summary and is otherwise unaltered from the original
publication. DocSouth Books provide affordable and easily accessible editions to a new generation of
scholars, students, and general readers.
  cme church history: The Unauthorized Guide to Choosing a Church Carmen Renee Berry,
2003 Wise and humorous, This guide introduces readers to the beliefs and worship practices of
major Christian denominations.
  cme church history: Slavery and the Making of America James Oliver Horton, Lois E.
Horton, 2005 This companion volume to the four-part PBS series on the history of American
slavery--narrated by Morgan Freeman and scheduled to air in February 2006--illuminates the human
side of this inhumane institution, presenting it largely through the stories of the slaves themselves.
Features 120 illustrations.
  cme church history: Wesley and the People Called Methodists Richard P. Heitzenrater,
2013 The practical and theological development of eighteenth-century Methodism.
  cme church history: The Black Church in America Michael Battle, 2006-06-09 Exploring the
history of the Black Church in America, its African roots, its beliefs, practices, politics, and moral
dilemmas, Episcopal priest Michael Battle gives readers a broad understanding of African-American
Christian spirituality and a sense of its uniqueness in the wider world.
  cme church history: The Speeches of Fannie Lou Hamer Maegan Parker Brooks, Davis W.
Houck, 2011-01-03 Most people who have heard of Fannie Lou Hamer (1917–1977) are aware of the
impassioned testimony that this Mississippi sharecropper and civil rights activist delivered at the
1964 Democratic National Convention. Far fewer people are familiar with the speeches Hamer
delivered at the 1968 and 1972 conventions, to say nothing of addresses she gave closer to home, or
with Malcolm X in Harlem, or even at the founding of the National Women's Political Caucus. Until
now, dozens of Hamer's speeches have been buried in archival collections and in the basements of
movement veterans. After years of combing library archives, government documents, and private
collections across the country, Maegan Parker Brooks and Davis W. Houck have selected twenty-one
of Hamer's most important speeches and testimonies. As the first volume to exclusively showcase
Hamer's talents as an orator, this book includes speeches from the better part of her fifteen-year
activist career delivered in response to occasions as distinct as a Vietnam War Moratorium Rally in
Berkeley, California, and a summons to testify in a Mississippi courtroom. Brooks and Houck have
coupled these heretofore unpublished speeches and testimonies with brief critical descriptions that
place Hamer's words in context. The editors also include the last full-length oral history interview
Hamer granted, a recent oral history interview Brooks conducted with Hamer's daughter, as well as
a bibliography of additional primary and secondary sources. The Speeches of Fannie Lou Hamer
demonstrates that there is still much to learn about and from this valiant black freedom movement
activist.
  cme church history: Paternalism in a Southern City Edward J. Cashin, Glenn T. Eskew,
2012-02-01 These essays look at southern social customs within a single city in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. In particular, the volume focuses on paternalism between masters and
slaves, husbands and wives, elites and the masses, and industrialists and workers. How Augusta's
millworkers, homemakers, and others resisted, exploited, or endured the constraints of paternalism
reveals the complex interplay between race, class, and gender. One essay looks at the subordinating
effects of paternalism on women in the Old South--slave, free black, and white--and the coping
strategies available to each group. Another focuses on the Knights of Labor union in Augusta. With
their trappings of chivalry, the Knights are viewed as a response by Augusta's white male



millworkers to the emasculating maternalism to which they were subjected by their own wives and
daughters and those of mill owners and managers. Millworkers are also the topic of a study of
mission work in their communities, a study that gauges the extent to which religious outreach by
elites was a means of social control rather than an outpouring of genuine concern for worker
welfare. Other essays discuss Augusta's aristocracy of color, who had to endure the same
effronteries of segregation as the city's poorest blacks; the role of interracial cooperation in the
founding of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church as a denomination, and of Augusta's historic
Trinity CME Church; and William Jefferson White, an African American minister, newspaper editor,
and founder of Morehouse College. The varied and creative responses to paternalism discussed here
open new ways to view relationships based on power and negotiated between men and women,
blacks and whites, and the prosperous and the poor.
  cme church history: Living into God's Dream Catherine Meeks, 2016-11-01 An unflinching look
at the failure to achieve an equitable society with faith-based approaches to a meaningful racial
reconciliation. While the dream of post-racial America remains unfulfilled and the current turmoil
(George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, to name a few), this examination of racism is more relevant and
consequential than ever. Living into God’s Dream combines frontline personal stories with
theoretical and theological reflections. It aims to forge new and truthful conversations on race and
doesn’t shy away from difficult discussions, such as reasons for the failure of past efforts to achieve
genuine racial reconciliation and the necessity to honor rage and grief in the process of moving to
forgiveness and racial healing. This collection of nine essays is honest, pragmatic, and courageous in
its real-world view of racism and how people of faith and conscience can work together to
“dismantle racism.” Review questions at the end of the book, appropriate for individual or group
study, can engender deeper discussions and reflections.
  cme church history: Holy Bible (NIV) Various Authors,, 2008-09-02 The NIV is the world's
best-selling modern translation, with over 150 million copies in print since its first full publication in
1978. This highly accurate and smooth-reading version of the Bible in modern English has the
largest library of printed and electronic support material of any modern translation.
  cme church history: North Omaha History Adam Fletcher Sasse, 2016-11-01 In the third
book of the North Omaha History Series, Adam Fletcher Sasse reveals a lot of the hidden, denied
and neglected history of one of the oldest areas of Nebraska's largest city. Highlighting the
predominantly African American community and other ethnic groups, he introduces some intriguing
characters and important businesses that made North Omaha great. He reveals the role of
transportation in the area by examining the history of several streets, including the culture and
figures in the areas around them. He details the roles of North Omaha's extensive boulevard system
that weaves together neighborhoods and connects the community to the rest of the city, as well as
looks at the historic Belt Line Railway that used to encircle the area. In the next section, Fletcher
Sasse conducts a community-wide exploration of architecture in North Omaha. He reveals the basics
about the neighborhood, and then plunges deep into the apartments, homes, neighborhoods and
other institutions that make the historic preservation movement so important to the community. He
details several important districts and shines a light on the oldest houses in North Omaha, too. Then,
he tells the missing history of a dozen mansions and estates that once occupied the area. The final
section of the book is a massive timeline of birthdates for the many of the most important people in
North Omaha history, including athletes, entertainers, politicians, leaders and others. The book
finishes with a bibliography and comprehensive index.
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