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Are you drawn to the mystique of New Orleans? Do you crave a deeper understanding of the city's
captivating blend of voodoo, hoodoo, and conjure? Then prepare to uncover the untold stories woven
into the very fabric of the Crescent City. For centuries, New Orleans has been a crucible of magical
practices, a place where ancient traditions intertwine with modern beliefs, creating a rich and
complex tapestry of witchcraft. But separating fact from fiction, understanding the nuances of
different traditions, and navigating the sometimes-sensationalized narratives can be a daunting task.

This book cuts through the myths and misconceptions, offering a scholarly yet accessible exploration
of New Orleans' fascinating witchcraft history.

"New Orleans Witchcraft History: A Bayou of Secrets" by [Your Name]

Introduction: Setting the stage – New Orleans' unique historical and cultural context that fostered
magical practices.
Chapter 1: The Roots of New Orleans Magic: Tracing the origins of voodoo, hoodoo, and conjure in
Africa, Europe, and the Americas, and how they converged in New Orleans.
Chapter 2: The Enslaved and Free People of Color's Contributions: Exploring the vital role played by
enslaved and free people of color in shaping the city’s magical landscape and the development of
unique New Orleans traditions.
Chapter 3: Marie Laveau and the Myths Surrounding Her: Separating fact from fiction in the life and
legacy of the legendary voodoo queen.
Chapter 4: The Practices and Beliefs: A detailed examination of hoodoo practices, voodoo rituals,
and conjure workings, including spells, charms, and herbalism.
Chapter 5: The City's Magical Landscape: Exploring significant locations in New Orleans associated
with witchcraft, from cemeteries to specific neighborhoods.
Chapter 6: New Orleans Witchcraft Today: An examination of contemporary practitioners and the
evolving nature of magical practices in the city.
Conclusion: Reflecting on the enduring power of New Orleans' magical traditions and their lasting
impact on the city's culture and identity.
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Introduction: A City Steeped in Magic

New Orleans, a city synonymous with mystery, music, and a vibrant cultural tapestry, also holds a
rich and complex history of witchcraft. Its unique blend of African, European, and Native American
traditions created a fertile ground for the development of distinct magical practices, including
voodoo, hoodoo, and conjure. Unlike many other places, these traditions didn’t remain hidden but
became integral parts of the city’s social fabric, although often shrouded in mystery and
misrepresentation. This article delves into the key aspects of New Orleans' witchcraft history,
aiming to illuminate its intricate layers and challenge common misconceptions.

Chapter 1: The Roots of New Orleans Magic: A Convergence of Traditions

The magic of New Orleans is not a singular entity but a confluence of diverse traditions. Its origins
can be traced back to the forced migration of enslaved Africans, who brought with them their rich
spiritual and religious beliefs. These included ancestor veneration, spirit work, and a deep
connection to the natural world. Simultaneously, European traditions, particularly those from France
and Spain, introduced Catholicism and folk magic, which interacted with and blended with the
existing African practices. Native American traditions, particularly those of the Indigenous peoples
of Louisiana, also contributed to the evolving magical landscape. The resulting syncretism fostered a
unique magical system unlike anywhere else in the world. The blending was not always harmonious;
it was often a negotiation, a struggle for survival and expression within a system of oppression.

Chapter 2: The Enslaved and Free People of Color's Contributions: The
Unsung Architects

The enslaved and free people of color played a pivotal role in shaping New Orleans' magical
traditions. Facing unimaginable hardship and oppression, they adapted and transformed imported
traditions to create spaces of resistance, resilience, and spiritual empowerment. Their ingenuity in
disguising and subtly integrating their practices within the dominant culture is a testament to their
strength and resourcefulness. These traditions served as a powerful means of social commentary,
offering hope and agency in the face of systemic injustice. While often invisible in historical records,
their contributions are undeniably foundational to the vibrant magical landscape that New Orleans
has become. This is the reason why responsible and accurate historical accounts should center their
stories and experiences.

Chapter 3: Marie Laveau and the Myths Surrounding Her: Fact vs. Fiction

Marie Laveau, arguably the most famous figure associated with New Orleans witchcraft, remains a



subject of both fascination and mythologizing. While historical records confirm her existence and her
involvement in voodoo practices, many of the stories surrounding her are embellished, exaggerated,
or completely fabricated. Separating fact from fiction requires careful examination of primary
sources and a nuanced understanding of the social and historical context in which she lived.
Laveau's enduring legacy lies not only in her supposed magical prowess but also in her
representation of a powerful woman navigating a complex and often oppressive society. It is crucial
to understand Laveau within her historical context, rather than romanticizing or demonizing her as a
legendary figure.

Chapter 4: The Practices and Beliefs: An Exploration of Hoodoo, Voodoo, and
Conjure

Hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure are often used interchangeably, yet they possess distinct
characteristics and practices. Hoodoo is characterized by its pragmatic approach to magic, focusing
on spells, charms, and herbal remedies to solve everyday problems. Voodoo, rooted in West African
traditions, emphasizes a relationship with spirits, ancestor veneration, and complex rituals. Conjure
encompasses a wider range of practices, incorporating elements of both hoodoo and voodoo, as well
as other magical traditions. Understanding the specific nuances of these practices is vital to
appreciating the richness and diversity of New Orleans' magical heritage. It's essential to
acknowledge the diversity and range of practices under these umbrellas and avoid generalizations.

Chapter 5: The City's Magical Landscape: Sites of Power

New Orleans' geography is deeply intertwined with its magical history. Cemeteries, such as St. Louis
Cemetery No. 1, have become iconic sites associated with voodoo and spiritual practices. Specific
neighborhoods, like the historic French Quarter, have their own unique magical associations and
histories. Exploring these locations offers a tangible connection to the city's past and provides a
deeper understanding of how the physical landscape has shaped and been shaped by magical
traditions. Understanding the city's physical environment is integral to understanding its magical
history.

Chapter 6: New Orleans Witchcraft Today: An Evolving Tradition

New Orleans' magical traditions are far from static; they continue to evolve and adapt in the 21st
century. Contemporary practitioners draw upon ancestral practices while incorporating modern
influences and perspectives. The city's vibrant arts scene, its diverse population, and its continuing
embrace of its unique history ensure that the magical legacy of New Orleans will continue to thrive
and transform for generations to come. This ongoing evolution highlights the resilience and
adaptability of the traditions.



Conclusion: A Legacy of Magic

New Orleans' witchcraft history is a compelling narrative of resilience, adaptation, and the enduring
power of cultural traditions. By exploring the complexities of voodoo, hoodoo, and conjure, we gain a
deeper understanding of the city's identity, its cultural richness, and the enduring power of magic to
shape human experience.

FAQs

1. What is the difference between voodoo, hoodoo, and conjure? While often used interchangeably,
they are distinct systems of magic with different origins and practices. Voodoo emphasizes spirit
work and ancestor veneration; hoodoo focuses on practical spells and remedies; conjure
encompasses a broader range of magical practices.

2. Is Marie Laveau a real historical figure? Yes, historical records confirm her existence. However,
many stories about her are embellished or fabricated.

3. Are there still active voodoo practitioners in New Orleans today? Yes, voodoo and other magical
practices are still actively practiced in New Orleans by a diverse group of practitioners.

4. Where can I learn more about New Orleans witchcraft? Through books, documentaries, and
guided tours focusing on the history and practice of New Orleans' magic.

5. Are there ethical considerations when studying New Orleans witchcraft? Yes, respecting the
traditions and beliefs of the people who practice them and avoiding appropriation are paramount.

6. Is it safe to visit locations associated with New Orleans witchcraft? Visiting cemeteries and other
sites associated with witchcraft is generally safe, but it is important to be respectful and mindful of
the environment.

7. How did slavery impact the development of New Orleans witchcraft? Slavery played a crucial role,
forcing adaptation and blending of African and other traditions, resulting in unique syncretic
practices.

8. What role do herbs and other natural ingredients play in New Orleans witchcraft? Herbs and
other natural ingredients are central to many spells, charms, and remedies in both hoodoo and
conjure.

9. How has New Orleans witchcraft changed over time? New Orleans witchcraft has continuously
evolved, incorporating modern influences while maintaining its core principles and practices.



Related Articles:

1. The Untold Stories of Enslaved People and the Shaping of New Orleans Voodoo: Focuses on the
contributions of enslaved Africans to the development of voodoo in New Orleans.
2. Marie Laveau: Fact, Fiction, and the Enduring Mystery: Separates fact from fiction in the life and
legacy of Marie Laveau.
3. Hoodoo in New Orleans: Practical Magic and Everyday Life: Explores the practical aspects of
hoodoo and its use in daily life.
4. The Sacred Spaces of New Orleans: Cemeteries, Shrines, and Places of Power: Examines
significant locations in New Orleans associated with witchcraft and spirituality.
5. Conjure in New Orleans: A Blend of Traditions: Explores the unique blend of African, European,
and Native American traditions that make up conjure.
6. Contemporary Voodoo Practitioners of New Orleans: Profiles modern-day practitioners and their
approach to traditional practices.
7. The Role of Herbs and Natural Ingredients in New Orleans Hoodoo: Details the use of herbs and
other ingredients in hoodoo practices.
8. The Influence of Catholicism on New Orleans Voodoo: Explores the syncretism between
Catholicism and Voodoo in New Orleans.
9. New Orleans Witchcraft Tourism: Respectful Engagement with a Rich Cultural Heritage: Provides
guidance on responsible and respectful tourism practices regarding New Orleans witchcraft.

  new orleans witchcraft history: New Orleans Voodoo: A Cultural History Rory O'Neill Schmitt,
PhD, and Rosary Hartel O'Neill, PhD , 2019 There is no more compelling nor more spiritual city than
New Orleans. The city's Roman Catholic roots and its blended French, Spanish, Creole and American
Indian populations heavily influenced the rites and rituals that West Africans brought to Louisiana as
enslaved laborers. The resulting unique Voodoo tradition is now deeply rooted in the area. Enslaved
practitioners in the nineteenth century held Voodoo dances in designated public areas like Congo
Square but conducted their secret rituals away from the prying eyes of the city. By 1874, some
twelve thousand New Orleanians attended Voodoo queen Marie Laveau's St. John's Eve rites on the
shores of Lake Pontchartrain. The Voodoo tradition continues in the Crescent City even today. Rory
Schmitt and Rosary O'Neill study the altars, art, history and ceremonies that anchor Voodoo in New
Orleans culture.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Witch Queens, Voodoo Spirits, and Hoodoo Saints Denise
Alvarado, 2022-02-01 A magical mystery tour of the extraordinary historical characters that have
defined the unique spiritual landscape of New Orleans. New Orleans has long been America’s most
magical city, inhabited by a fascinating visible and invisible world, full of mysteries, known for its
decadence and haunted by its spirits. If Salem, Massachusetts, is famous for its persecution of
witches, New Orleans is celebrated for its embrace of the magical, mystical, and paranormal. New
Orleans is acclaimed for its witches, ghosts, and vampires. Because of its unique history, New
Orleans is the historical stronghold of traditional African religions and spirituality in the US. No
other city worldwide is as associated with Vodou as New Orleans. In her new book, author and
scholar Denise Alvarado takes us on a magical tour of New Orleans. There is a mysterious spiritual
underbelly hiding in plain sight in New Orleans, and in this book Alvarado shows us where it is and
who the characters are. She tells where they come from and how they persist and manifest today.
Witch Queens, Voodoo Spirits, and Hoodoo Saints shines a light on notable spirits and folk saints
such as Papa Legba, Annie Christmas, Black Hawk, African-American culture hero Jean St. Malo, St.
Expedite, plague saint Roch, and, of course, the mother and father of New Orleans Voudou, Marie
Laveau and Doctor John Montenée. Witch Queens, Voodoo Spirits, and Hoodoo Saints serves as a



secret history of New Orleans, revealing details even locals may not know.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Magic of Marie Laveau Denise Alvarado, 2020-02-01
The life and work of the legendary “Pope of Voodoo,” Marie Laveau—a free woman of color who
practically ruled New Orleans in the mid-1800s Marie Laveau may be the most influential American
practitioner of the magical arts; certainly, she is among the most famous. She is the subject of songs,
films, and legends and the star of New Orleans ghost tours. Her grave in New Orleans ranks among
the most popular spiritual pilgrimages in the US. Devotees venerate votive images of Laveau, who
proclaimed herself the “Pope of Voodoo.” She is the subject of respected historical biographies and
the inspiration for novels by Francine Prose and Jewell Parker Rhodes. She even appears in Marvel
Comics and on the television show American Horror Story: Coven, where she was portrayed by
Angela Bassett. Author Denise Alvarado explores Marie Laveau’s life and work—the fascinating
history and mystery. This book gives an overview of New Orleans Voodoo, its origins, history, and
practices. It contains spells, prayers, rituals, recipes, and instructions for constructing New Orleans
voodoo-style altars and crafting a voodoo amulet known as a gris-gris.
  new orleans witchcraft history: VOODOO IN NEW ORLEANS Robert Tallant, 1984-03-01
Interesting investigation and straightforward handling of sensational times and tricksters, of the cult
of voodooism in all its manifestations. From its first known appearances in New Orleans of 200 years
ago, here are the fetishes and formulae, the rites and dances, the cures, charms and gris-gris. Here
were the witch-doctors and queens, and in particular a Doctor John who acquired fame and fortune,
and Marie Laveau, who with her daughter dominated the weird underworld of voodoo for nearly a
century. -Kirkus Reviews Robert Tallant speaks with authority. -The New York Times Much nonsense
has been written about voodoo in New Orleans. . .here is a truthful and definitive picture. -Lyle
Saxton Originally published in 1946, Voodoo In New Orleans examines the origins of the cult
voodooism. The lives of New Orleans's most infamous witch doctors and voodoo queens have been
re-created in this well-researched account of New Orleans's dark underworld.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The New Orleans Voodoo Handbook Kenaz Filan, 2011-08-16
A guide to the practices, tools, and rituals of New Orleans Voodoo as well as the many cultural
influences at its origins • Includes recipes for magical oils, instructions for candle workings, and
directions to create gris-gris bags and Voodoo dolls to attract love, money, justice, and healing and
for retribution • Explores the major figures of New Orleans Voodoo, including Marie Laveau and Dr.
John • Exposes the diverse ethnic influences at the core of Voodoo, from the African Congo to
Catholic immigrants from Italy, France, and Ireland One of America’s great native-born spiritual
traditions, New Orleans Voodoo is a religion as complex, free-form, and beautiful as the jazz that
permeates this steamy city of sin and salvation. From the French Quarter to the Algiers
neighborhood, its famed vaulted cemeteries to its infamous Mardi Gras celebrations, New Orleans
cannot escape its rich Voodoo tradition, which draws from a multitude of ethnic sources, including
Africa, Latin America, Sicily, Ireland, France, and Native America. In The New Orleans Voodoo
Handbook, initiated Vodou priest Kenaz Filan covers the practices, tools, and rituals of this system of
worship as well as the many facets of its origins. Exploring the major figures of New Orleans
Voodoo, such as Marie Laveau and Dr. John, as well as Creole cuisine and the wealth of musical
inspiration surrounding the Mississippi Delta, Filan examines firsthand documents and historical
records to uncover the truth behind many of the city’s legends and to explore the oft-discussed but
little-understood practices of the root doctors, Voodoo queens, and spiritual figures of the Crescent
City. Including recipes for magical oils, instructions for candle workings, methods of divination, and
even directions to create gris-gris bags, mojo hands, and Voodoo dolls, Filan reveals how to call on
the saints and spirits of Voodoo for love, money, retribution, justice, and healing.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo in New Orleans Robert Tallant, 1962
  new orleans witchcraft history: Envy Rots the Bones Nina Blakeman, 2017-05-21 Venomous
vipers of the mind twist throughout the ventricular crevices of the innocent, and the not so innocent.
They work down into the deepest recesses until those that are tormented…become the tormentors.
Dr. Faye Davis’s mind is scientifically trained, but her hands are bloody, wringing with guilt. She’s



killed her husband’s old flame, the mother of his illegitimate twin girls. One of them, Emma,
suspects the step-mother, and her plan for revenge comes from a soulless place. Her mind is so
devoured, no pure spirit can enter. With this sixteen-year-old adolescent, there is no wringing of
hands. She patiently waits, sleeping the sleep of Saints. Faye and her husband’s love affair had been
passionate, but the marriage hell. Faye’s daddy issues and fear of abandonment keep her tied to the
turbulent Davis family. But a physical altercation with Emma leaves Faye fleeing the family home.
Emma calls on demon spirits to rid her family from Faye. The adolescent will only accept a family on
her terms. Faye is determined. She is willing to fight the devil himself to hold on to what is hers.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Voodoo Queen Robert Tallant, 1984-03 Witch? Sorceress?
Daughter of Satan? Thief? Saint? Born in 1794, Marie Laveau reigned as the undisputed Queen of
the Voodoos for nearly a century. Her beauty and powers were legendary, and caused her to be the
subject of wild gossip throughout her life. She passed on her secrets to a favorite daughter, who
helped her dominate the underworld of voodoo in New Orleans. It is an absorbing tale, and the
emotional undertones, the conflicts in her human relations, the overwhelming loneliness of her
position, all come through the story of a strange life. Kirkus Reviews The author creates a vivid,
haunting atmosphere, which (like Marie's arts) holds the reader in spell. . . . an intriguing novel that
is competently mounted and exceedingly well executed. New York Times
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo Hoodoo Spellbook Denise Alvarado, 2011-11-01
“Voodoo Hoodoo” is the unique variety of Creole Voodoo found in New Orleans. The Voodoo Hoodoo
Spellbook is a rich compendium of more than 300 authentic Voodoo and Hoodoo recipes, rituals, and
spells for love, justice, gambling luck, prosperity, health, and success. Cultural psychologist and root
worker Denise Alvarado, who grew up in New Orleans, draws from a lifetime of recipes and spells
learned from family, friends, and local practitioners. She traces the history of the African-based folk
magic brought by slaves to New Orleans, and shows how it evolved over time to include influences
from Native American spirituality, Catholicism, and Pentecostalism. She shares her research into
folklore collections and 19th- and 20th- century formularies along with her own magical arts. The
Voodoo Hoodoo Spellbook includes more than 100 spells for Banishing, Binding, Fertility, Luck,
Protection, Money, and more. Alvarado introduces readers to the Pantheon of Voodoo Spirits, the
Seven African Powers, important Loas, Prayers, Novenas, and Psalms, and much, much more,
including:Oils and Potions: Attraction Love Oil, Dream Potion, Gambler’s Luck Oil, Blessing
OilHoodoo Powders and Gris Gris: Algier’s Fast Luck Powder, Controlling Powder, Money Drawing
PowderTalismans and Candle MagicCurses and Hexes
  new orleans witchcraft history: Mami Wata: Africa's Ancient God/dess Unveiled Vol. I Mama
Zogbé, 2007-11-26 This first definitive work on the predomiance of this powerful African deity
throughout the ancient world has quickly become a cult classic. The evolution of Mami Wata in
establishing, shaping and expanding the spiritual and sacerdotal foundation of world religion,
reveals also the lost but glorious past of African women's spirituality. Hailed as the new bible on the
history of African women, this comprehensive well-researched body of work will benefit academics,
students, and all who are seeking to fill the missing void in world religious and cultural history.
Totaling over 800 pages, it is reccomended that both heavily illustrated (Volumes I & II) be
purchased as a set.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Making Gullah Melissa L. Cooper, 2017-03-16 During the
1920s and 1930s, anthropologists and folklorists became obsessed with uncovering connections
between African Americans and their African roots. At the same time, popular print media and
artistic productions tapped the new appeal of black folk life, highlighting African-styled voodoo as an
essential element of black folk culture. A number of researchers converged on one site in particular,
Sapelo Island, Georgia, to seek support for their theories about African survivals, bringing with them
a curious mix of both influences. The legacy of that body of research is the area's contemporary
identification as a Gullah community. This wide-ranging history upends a long tradition of
scrutinizing the Low Country blacks of Sapelo Island by refocusing the observational lens on those
who studied them. Cooper uses a wide variety of sources to unmask the connections between the



rise of the social sciences, the voodoo craze during the interwar years, the black studies movement,
and black land loss and land struggles in coastal black communities in the Low Country. What
emerges is a fascinating examination of Gullah people's heritage, and how it was reimagined and
transformed to serve vastly divergent ends over the decades.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Magic of Marie Laveau Denise Alvarado, 2020 Marie
Laveau may be the most influential-and is among the most famous-American practitioner of the
magical arts. She is the subject of songs, films, and legends and the star of New Orleans ghost tours.
Her grave in New Orleans ranks among the most popular spiritual pilgrimages in the US. This book
explores Laveau's life and work-the history and mystery. It gives an overview of New Orleans
Voodoo, its origins, history, and practices. It contains spells, prayers, rituals, recipes, and
instructions for constructing New Orleans Voodoo-style altars and crafting your own gris-gris--
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Mexican Witch Lifestyle Valeria Ruelas, 2022-11-29
Discover the vibrant culture of brujeria and embrace your own inner witch with this essential guide
to spellcasting, spirit worship, tarot, crystals, and all the other elements of this increasingly popular
lifestyle. A modern Mexican bruja is a powerful person, one who reads the tarot and performs
spellwork and rituals of devotion to their spirit guides and deities. Brujeria, which translates as
witchcraft in Spanish, is a unique form of spirituality that blends core elements of Afro-Indigenous
beliefs. Having originated in Mexico, brujeria is now practiced in Latinx communities across the
world. Valeria Ruelas was raised living every aspect of the brujeria lifestyle. From shopping at
botanicas and yerberias, to casting spells, to interpreting tarot readings, Valeria has today become
one of the foremost practitioners of brujeria in the US. And as part of her daily practice, she seeks to
bring the intense wisdom, harmony, and spirituality that comes with living this bruja lifestyle to her
followers and returning power and ancestral magic to those whose agency has been lost. Within
these pages, Valeria provides you with an expert’s introductory handbook for all the aspects of
brujeria, including, -Respectfully shopping at a yerberia or botanica -A complete guide to common
crystals -Essentials for your altar -A introduction to tarot -Spells to bring luck, love, and good fortune
-The secrets of Santa Muerte ​​​Comprehensive and inspiring, The Mexican Witch Lifestyle is the
perfect guide for anyone curious to learn more about this vibrant culture of witchcraft.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The King of Bones and Ashes J. D. Horn, 2018 Magic is
seeping out of the world, leaving the witches who've relied on it for countless centuries increasingly
hopeless. While some see an inevitable end of their era, others are courting madness--willing to
sacrifice former allies, friends, and family to retain the power they covet. While the other witches
watch their reality unravel, young Alice Marin is using magic's waning days to delve into the mystery
of numerous disappearances in the occult circles of New Orleans. Alice disappeared once, too--caged
in an asylum by blood relatives ... Discovering the cause of the vanishings, though, could be the only
way to escape her mother's reach while determining the future of all witches--Amazon.com.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Black Magic Yvonne P. Chireau, 2006-11-20 Black Magic
looks at the origins, meaning, and uses of Conjure—the African American tradition of healing and
harming that evolved from African, European, and American elements—from the slavery period to
well into the twentieth century. Illuminating a world that is dimly understood by both scholars and
the general public, Yvonne P. Chireau describes Conjure and other related traditions, such as
Hoodoo and Rootworking, in a beautifully written, richly detailed history that presents the voices
and experiences of African Americans and shows how magic has informed their culture. Focusing on
the relationship between Conjure and Christianity, Chireau shows how these seemingly
contradictory traditions have worked together in a complex and complementary fashion to provide
spiritual empowerment for African Americans, both slave and free, living in white America. As she
explores the role of Conjure for African Americans and looks at the transformations of Conjure over
time, Chireau also rewrites the dichotomy between magic and religion. With its groundbreaking
analysis of an often misunderstood tradition, this book adds an important perspective to our
understanding of the myriad dimensions of human spirituality.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Tales from the Haunted South Tiya Miles, 2015-08-12 In



this book Tiya Miles explores the popular yet troubling phenomenon of ghost tours, frequently
promoted and experienced at plantations, urban manor homes, and cemeteries throughout the
South. As a staple of the tours, guides entertain paying customers by routinely relying on stories of
enslaved black specters. But who are these ghosts? Examining popular sites and stories from these
tours, Miles shows that haunted tales routinely appropriate and skew African American history to
produce representations of slavery for commercial gain. Dark tourism often highlights the most
sensationalist and macabre aspects of slavery, from salacious sexual ties between white masters and
black women slaves to the physical abuse and torture of black bodies to the supposedly exotic nature
of African spiritual practices. Because the realities of slavery are largely absent from these tours,
Miles reveals how they continue to feed problematic Old South narratives and erase the hard truths
of the Civil War era. In an incisive and engaging work, Miles uses these troubling cases to shine light
on how we feel about the Civil War and race, and how the ghosts of the past are still with us.
  new orleans witchcraft history: A New Orleans Voudou Priestess Carolyn Morrow Long,
2007-10-07 Against the backdrop of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century New Orleans, A New
Orleans Voudou Priestess: The Legend and Reality of Marie Laveau disentangles the complex
threads of the legend surrounding the famous Voudou priestess. According to mysterious, oft-told
tales, Laveau was an extraordinary celebrity whose sorcery-fueled influence extended widely from
slaves to upper-class whites. Some accounts claim that she led the orgiastic Voudou dances in Congo
Square and on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain, kept a gigantic snake named Zombi, and was the
proprietress of an infamous house of assignation. Though legendary for an unusual combination of
spiritual power, beauty, charisma, showmanship, intimidation, and shrewd business sense, she also
was known for her kindness and charity, nursing yellow fever victims and ministering to condemned
prisoners, and her devotion to the Roman Catholic Church. The true story of Marie Laveau, though
considerably less flamboyant than the legend, is equally compelling. In separating verifiable fact
from semi-truths and complete fabrication, Long explores the unique social, political, and legal
setting in which the lives of Marie Laveau's African and European ancestors became intertwined.
Changes in New Orleans engendered by French and Spanish rule, the Louisiana Purchase, the Civil
War, Reconstruction, and Jim Crow segregation affected seven generations of Laveau's family, from
enslaved great-grandparents of pure African blood to great-grandchildren who were legally
classified as white. Simultaneously, Long examines the evolution of New Orleans Voudou, which
until recently has been ignored by scholars.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Hoodoo and Voodoo Mari Silva, 2021-06-17 Two manuscripts
in one book: Hoodoo: Unlocking the Secret Power of Rootwork, Folk Magic, Conjuration, Witchcraft,
and Mojo Voodoo: Unlocking the Hidden Power of Haitian Vodou and New Orleans Voodoo Hoodoo
is a powerful form of folk magic used for generations to improve the lives of those who practice it.
So, is it relevant today? The quick answer is, yes, it most certainly is. The powers of roots and herbs
are just the tip of the iceberg once you master the craft of Hoodoo. In part one of this book, you will:
Discover the power of mojo and how to use it to bring positivity into your life. Learn how to build a
magical Hoodoo tool kit. Find out how to form powerful bonds with the cosmos. Learn how to
cleanse your body, mind, and home with intense spiritual means. Discover how to invoke the
spiritual world and use deities to bring power to your magic. Find the hidden meanings attached to
candles and the role they play in rituals. Investigate what rootwork is and how to perform it. Explore
the five amazing arts of divination, cleromancy, cartomancy, augury, and oneiromancy. Make the
object of your love fall for you. Attract love and wealth into your life. Learn the most effective
natural ways to protect your home. And so much more! In part two of this book, you will discover the
rich history of Voodoo, including its rituals, spells, practices, and beliefs. In part one of this book,
you will: Learn the common misconceptions about Voodoo and debunk them Discover voodoo
religion's synchronization with Catholicism Understand its two vital branches - the Haitian Vodou
and the New Orleans Voodoo Uncover the shared beliefs, traditions, and rituals practiced by Voodoo
practitioners and devotees Learn about Bondye, the Supreme God, and how Voodooists believe in
and worship Him Explore Lwas and the three major families classifying these spirits Learn



commonly used veves and their symbols Discover how to use and draw the veves Discover the roles
played by gris-gris bags and Voodoo dolls and the basics of making and using them Explore casting
cleansing, protection, and love spells Learn how to summon or invoke the Lwas Investigate common
ceremonies and festivals celebrated by Voodoo practitioners and devotees And so much more! Both
Hoodoo and Voodoo can be used for many purposes to help improve your life. So, what are you
waiting for? Click on the add to cart button to get your copy of this book today!
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo Queen Martha Ward, 2009-09-28 Each year,
thousands of pilgrims visit the celebrated New Orleans tomb where Marie Laveau is said to lie. They
seek her favors or fear her lingering influence. Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau is
the first study of the Laveaus, mother and daughter of the same name. Both were legendary leaders
of religious and spiritual traditions many still label as evil. The Laveaus were free women of color
and prominent French-speaking Catholic Creoles. From the 1820s until the 1880s when one died
and the other disappeared, gossip, fear, and fierce affection swirled about them. From the heart of
the French Quarter, in dance, drumming, song, and spirit possession, they ruled the imagination of
New Orleans. How did the two Maries apply their “magical” powers and uncommon business sense
to shift the course of love, luck, and the law? The women understood the real crime—they had pitted
their spiritual forces against the slave system of the United States. Moses-like, they led their people
out of bondage and offered protection and freedom to the community of color, rich white women,
enslaved families, and men condemned to hang. The curse of the Laveau family, however, followed
them. Both loved men they could never marry. Both faced down the press and police who stalked
them. Both countered the relentless gossip of curses, evil spirits, murders, and infant sacrifice with
acts of benevolence. The book is also a detective story—who is really buried in the famous tomb in
the oldest “city of the dead” in New Orleans? What scandals did the Laveau family intend to keep
buried there forever? By what sleight of hand did free people of color lose their cultural identity
when Americans purchased Louisiana and imposed racial apartheid upon Creole creativity? Voodoo
Queen brings the improbable testimonies of saints, spirits, and never-before-printed eyewitness
accounts of ceremonies and magical crafts together to illuminate the lives of the two Marie Laveaus,
leaders of a major, indigenous American religion.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Witches of America Alex Mar, 2015-10-20 Witches are
gathering. When most people hear the word witches, they think of horror films and Halloween, but
to the nearly one million Americans who practice Paganism today, witchcraft is a
nature-worshipping, polytheistic, and very real religion. So Alex Mar discovers when she sets out to
film a documentary and finds herself drawn deep into the world of present-day magic. Witches of
America follows Mar on her immersive five-year trip into the occult, charting modern Paganism from
its roots in 1950s England to its current American mecca in the San Francisco Bay Area; from a
gathering of more than a thousand witches in the Illinois woods to the New Orleans branch of one of
the world's most influential magical societies. Along the way she takes part in dozens of rituals and
becomes involved with a wild array of characters: a government employee who founds a California
priesthood dedicated to a Celtic goddess of war; American disciples of Aleister Crowley, whose
elaborate ceremonies turn the Catholic mass on its head; second-wave feminist Wiccans who
practice a radical separatist witchcraft; a growing mystery cult whose initiates trace their rites back
to a blind shaman in rural Oregon. This sprawling magical community compels Mar to confront what
she believes is possible-or hopes might be. With keen intelligence and wit, Mar illuminates the world
of witchcraft while grappling in fresh and unexpected ways with the question underlying every faith:
Why do we choose to believe in anything at all? Whether evangelical Christian, Pagan priestess, or
atheist, each of us craves a system of meaning to give structure to our lives. Sometimes we just find
it in unexpected places.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Mama Lola Karen McCarthy Brown, 2001 Vodou is among the
most misunderstood and maligned of the world's religions. Mama Lola shatters the stereotypes by
offering an intimate portrait of Vodou in everyday life. Drawing on a decade-long friendship with
Mama Lola, a Vodou priestess, Brown tells tales spanning five generations of Vodou healers in Mama



Lola's family. 46 illustrations.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo of Louisiana Monique Joiner Siedlak, 2019-05-03
Voodoo probably isn’t what you believe it is. Louisiana Voodoo, also identified as New Orleans
Voodoo, represents an inclination of spiritual folkways developed from the traditions of the African
displacement. Voodoo is one of America’s great native-born religious beliefs.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Witching Hour Anne Rice, 2010-11-17 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • From the beloved author of the Vampire Chronicles, the first installation of
her spellbinding Mayfair Chronicles—the inspiration for the hit television series! “Extraordinary . . .
Anne Rice offers more than just a story; she creates myth.”—The Washington Post Book World
Rowan Mayfair, a beautiful woman, a brilliant practitioner of neurosurgery—aware that she has
special powers but unaware that she comes from an ancient line of witches—finds the drowned body
of a man off the coast of California and brings him to life. He is Michael Curry, who was born in New
Orleans and orphaned in childhood by fire on Christmas Eve, who pulled himself up from poverty,
and who now, in his brief interval of death, has acquired a sensory power that mystifies and
frightens him. As these two, fiercely drawn to each other, fall in love and—in passionate
alliance—set out to solve the mystery of her past and his unwelcome gift, an intricate tale of evil
unfolds. Moving through time from today’s New Orleans and San Francisco to long-ago Amsterdam
and a château in the Louis XIV’s France, and from the coffee plantations of Port au Prince, where the
great Mayfair fortune is made and the legacy of their dark power is almost destroyed, to Civil War
New Orleans, The Witching Hour is a luminous, deeply enchanting novel. The magic of the Mayfairs
continues: THE WITCHING HOUR • LASHER • TALTOS
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Mysteries of New Orleans Baron Ludwig von Reizenstein,
2003-05-22 One of the most scandalous books published in America at the time. Reizenstein's
peculiar vision of New Orleans is worth resurrecting precisely because it crossed the boundaries of
acceptable taste in nineteenth-century German America and squatted firmly on the other side . . .
This work makes us realize how limited our notions were of what could be conceived by a fertile
American imagination in the middle of the nineteenth century.—from the Introduction by Steven
Rowan A lost classic of America's neglected German-language literary tradition, The Mysteries of
New Orleans by Baron Ludwig von Reizenstein first appeared as a serial in the Louisiana
Staats-Zeitung, a New Orleans German-language newspaper, between 1854 and 1855. Inspired by
the gothic urban mysteries serialized in France and Germany during this period, Reizenstein crafted
a daring occult novel that stages a frontal assault on the ethos of the antebellum South. His plot
imagines the coming of a bloody, retributive justice at the hands of Hiram the Freemason—a
nightmarish, 200-year-old, proto-Nietzschean superman—for the sin of slavery. Heralded by the
birth of a black messiah, the son of a mulatto prostitute and a decadent German aristocrat, this
coming revolution is depicted in frankly apocalyptic terms. Yet, Reizenstein was equally concerned
with setting and characters, from the mundane to the fantastic. The book is saturated with the
atmosphere of nineteenth-century New Orleans, the amorous exploits of its main characters
uncannily resembling those of New Orleans' leading citizens. Also of note is the author's
progressively matter-of-fact portrait of the lesbian romance between his novel's only sympathetic
characters, Claudine and Orleana. This edition marks the first time that The Mysteries of New
Orleans has been translated into English and proves that 150 years later, this vast, strange, and
important novel remains as compelling as ever.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Gumbo ya-ya Lyle Saxon, 1969
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo in New Orleans Stephen Person, 2010-08-01 Marie
Laveau was known as the Voodoo Queen of New Orleans. In the mid-1800s, many people in New
Orleans believed that voodoo practitioners could contact the spirits of the dead to ask for their help.
Marie Laveau was said to use magical charms and potions to place or remove curses on those she
wished to help—or harm! Did this voodoo priestess really have the power to contact the spirit world
and cast spells? An exciting narrative format brings a fascinating period of American history to life,
with plenty of creepy details to satisfy young horror fans. Chilling photos and illustrations and clear,



age-appropriate text will keep readers turning the pages to discover the secrets of the voodoo
queen.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Orishas, Goddesses, and Voodoo Queens Lilith Dorsey,
2020 Throughout Africa and beyond in the Diaspora caused by the slave trade, the divine feminine
was revered in the forms of goddesses, like the ancient Nana Buluku; water spirits like Yemaya,
Oshun, and Mami Wata; and the warrior Oya. The power of these goddesses and spirit beings has
taken root in the West. This book shows us how to celebrate and cultivate the traits of these
goddesses, drawing upon their strengths to empower our own lives--
  new orleans witchcraft history: America Bewitched Owen Davies, 2013-02-21 The first major
history of witchcraft in America - from the Salem witch trials of 1692 to the present day.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Secret History of Memphis Hoodoo, A: Rootworkers,
Conjurers & Spirituals Tony Kail, 2017 Widely known for its musical influence, Beale Street was also
once a hub for Hoodoo culture. Many blues icons, such as Big Memphis Ma Rainey and Sonny Boy
Williamson, dabbled in the mysterious tradition. Its popularity in some African American
communities throughout the past two centuries fueled racial tension--practitioners faced social
stigma and blame for anything from natural disasters to violent crimes. However, necessity
sometimes outweighed prejudice, and even those with the highest social status turned to Hoodoo for
prosperity, love or retribution. Author Tony Kail traces this colorful Memphis heritage, from the
arrival of Africans in Shelby County to the growth of conjure culture in juke joints and Spiritual
Churches.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Complete Book of Voodoo Robert Pelton, 2002-01-01
Magic with no holds barred! Here is the definitive work on the history, ritual, and powers of the
ancient art of voodoo from the earliest times to the present, offering complete details on the closely
kept secrets of man's most exotic and powerful form of magic.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo Dreams Jewell P. Rhodes, 1993 The story of Marie
Laveau, a legendary nineteenth-century New Orleans voodoo queen.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo Riley Star, 2016-07-19 It has been a long time since
the world was introduced to Voodoo - ever since the Atlantic slave trade brought the slaves out of
Africa and in closer contact with the Western and European world. But since we first learned of the
existence of Voodoo, and up until the present times, our perception of this religion has been clouded
by prejudice, fear, and the cloudy lens of sensationalist entertainment. So what, really, is Voodoo?
Voodoo, an Introductory Guide, by Riley Star is a compilation of many of the world's recent
information regarding this previously obscure African-rooted religion. We take a look at the central
beliefs, rituals, historical development, and evolution of Voodoo through the years. We learn the role
it played in the lives of the African slaves, how it integrated within itself foreign religious practices
such as Catholicism and native American traditions and spiritual practices. Today, Voodoo is a
recognized official religion in its home country of Benin, West Africa, and every year, hundreds and
thousands of tourists come to partake and to witness the practice of a religion that has since been
clouded by superstition and fear. It is to be hoped that this book will also assist in the further
enlightenment of the public regarding this essentially natural and harmonious religion. Voodoo
History, Beliefs, Elements, Strains or Schools, Practices, Myths and Facts
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans Claude F. Jacobs,
Andrew J. Kaslow, 2001 The New Orleans Spiritual Churches constitute a distinctive African
American belief system. Influenced by Catholicism, Pentecostalism, Spiritualism, and Voodoo, the
group is a New World syncretic faith, similar to Espiritismo, Santeria, and Umbanda. In The
Spiritual Churches of New Orleans, Claude Jacobs and Andrew Kaslow combine a historical account
of the emergence of this religion with careful ethnographic description of current congregations.
Complementing their text with striking photographs, the authors convey the ecstasy at the heart of
the Spiritual experience. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo and Afro-Caribbean Paganism Lilith Dorsey, 2005 Few
religions are as misunderstood as Afro-Caribbean traditions like Voodoo, Yoruba, Candomble,



Shango, Santeria, and Obeah. Even the most wide-ranging books about Paganism rarely include a
discussion of the African earth religions.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Voodoo Mari Silva, 2021-06-05 Discover the rich history of
Voodoo, including its rituals, spells, practices, and beliefs. Do you want to learn the secrets of the
Voodoo religion? Do you want to finally uncover the truth behind this religion and discover if Voodoo
is depicted in modern media accurately? This book will serve as a remarkably complete guide
designed to help you understand every aspect of the religion. Overall, it has a simple structure,
allowing you to grasp even the most complex and vague Voodoo concepts. Here is a closer look at a
few things you will learn and discover in this book: Learn the common misconceptions about Voodoo
and debunk them Discover voodoo religion's synchronization with Catholicism Understand its two
vital branches - the Haitian Vodou and the New Orleans Voodoo Uncover the shared beliefs,
traditions, and rituals practiced by Voodoo practitioners and devotees Learn about Bondye, the
Supreme God, and how Voodooists believe in and worship Him Explore Lwas and the three major
families classifying these spirits Learn commonly used veves and their symbols Discover how to use
and draw the veves Discover the roles played by gris-gris bags and Voodoo dolls and the basics of
making and using them Explore casting cleansing, protection, and love spells Learn how to summon
or invoke the Lwas Investigate common ceremonies and festivals celebrated by Voodoo practitioners
and devotees And so much more! After reading this comprehensive book, you will notice a
significant improvement in your understanding of the Voodoo religion. You will see how powerful
Voodoo is and uncover the truth behind the dangerous misconceptions surrounding it. So, what are
you waiting for? Click on the add to cart button to get your copy of this book today!
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Slave Community John W. Blassingame, 1979
  new orleans witchcraft history: Witches of Pennsylvania Thomas White, 2010-12-03 A
folklorist chronicles the history and lore of witchcraft in the Keystone State from William Penn’s
17th century witch trial to 20th century occultism. As English and German settlers migrated to
Pennsylvania, they brought their beliefs in magic with them from the Old World—sometimes with
dangerous consequences. In 1802, for example, an Allegheny County judge helped an accused witch
escape an angry mob. But Susan Mummey was not so fortunate. In 1934, she was killed in her home
by a young Schuylkill County man who was convinced that she had cursed him. In other regions of
the state, views on folk magic were more complex. While hex doctors were feared in the
Pennsylvania German tradition, powwowers were and are revered for their abilities to heal, lift
curses and find lost objects. In this revealing study, author Thomas White traces the undercurrent of
witchcraft and occultism through centuries of Pennsylvania history.
  new orleans witchcraft history: The Witch of Bourbon Street Suzanne Palmieri, 2015-06-30
Situated deep in the Louisiana bayou is the formerly opulent Sorrow Estate. Once home to a magical
family—the Sorrows—it now sits in ruins, ever since a series of murders in 1902 shocked the entire
community. Now the ghosts of girls in white dresses shift in and out of view, stuck in time as they
live out the past on repeat. When Frances Green Sorrow is born carrying the signs of the so-called
chosen one, it is believed she will bring her family back from the brink of obscurity, finally
resurrecting the glory of what it once was and setting the Sorrows ghosts free. But Frances is no
savior. Fleeing from heartbreak, she seeks solace in the seductive chaos of New Orleans, only to end
up married too young in an attempt to live an ordinary life. When her marriage falls apart shortly
after having a son, she returns home again—alone—just out of reach from the prying eyes of her
family. But when her son disappears, she is forced to rejoin the world she left behind, exposing her
darkest secret in order to find him and discovering the truth of what really happened that fateful
year in the process. Set amidst the colorful charm of The French Quarter and remote bayous of
Tivoli Parish, Louisiana, Suzanne Palmieri's The Witch of Bourbon Street is a story of family,
redemption, and forgiveness. Because sometimes, the most important person you have to forgive....
is yourself.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Hour of the Witch Chris Bohjalian, 2022-01-25 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • From the acclaimed author of The Flight Attendant: “Historical fiction at its



best…. The book is a thriller in structure, and a real page-turner, the ending both unexpected and
satisfying” (Diana Gabaldon, bestselling author of the Outlander series, The Washington Post). A
young Puritan woman—faithful, resourceful, but afraid of the demons that dog her soul—plots her
escape from a violent marriage in this riveting and propulsive novel of historical suspense. Boston,
1662. Mary Deerfield is twenty-four-years-old. Her skin is porcelain, her eyes delft blue, and in
England she might have had many suitors. But here in the New World, amid this community of
saints, Mary is the second wife of Thomas Deerfield, a man as cruel as he is powerful. When Thomas,
prone to drunken rage, drives a three-tined fork into the back of Mary's hand, she resolves that she
must divorce him to save her life. But in a world where every neighbor is watching for signs of the
devil, a woman like Mary—a woman who harbors secret desires and finds it difficult to tolerate the
brazen hypocrisy of so many men in the colony—soon becomes herself the object of suspicion and
rumor. When tainted objects are discovered buried in Mary's garden, when a boy she has treated
with herbs and simples dies, and when their servant girl runs screaming in fright from her home,
Mary must fight to not only escape her marriage, but also the gallows. A twisting, tightly plotted
novel of historical suspense from one of our greatest storytellers, Hour of the Witch is a timely and
terrifying story of socially sanctioned brutality and the original American witch hunt.
  new orleans witchcraft history: Royal Street Suzanne Johnson, 2012-09-27 As the junior
wizard sentinel for New Orleans, Drusilla Jaco spends more of her time mixing potions and
retrieving pixies than she does sniffing out supernatural bad guys that slip over from the
preternatural beyond. It is DJ's eccentric boss and mentor, Gerald St. Simon, who is tasked with
protecting the city. But when Hurricane Katrina hammers the city's fragile levees, it unleashes more
than just flood waters. As the winds howl and Lake Pontchartrain surges, the borders between the
modern city and the Otherworld start to crumble away ... Now the dead and the restless are roaming
the Big Easy, and a serial killer with ties to voodoo is murdering soldiers sent to help the city
recover. To make it worse, Gerald St. Simon has gone missing, the wizards' Elders have assigned a
grenade-toting asshat as DJ's new partner, and the pirate Jean Lafitte - who has an impressive libido
for a 200-year-old - wants her to walk his plank. If she is going to survive, DJ will have to learn that
loyalty requires sacrifice, allies can be found in unlikely places ... and that duty mixed with love
creates one bitter gumbo.
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